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King Sweyn of Denmark offered Askeladd a stark choice: 

the security of his homeland Wales, or the life of his master, 

Prince Canute. Askeladd's answer was immediate: He 

struck off Sweyn's head. The meeting. of military leaders 

erupted into chaos after Фіз act of regicide, but Canute 

recognized the play at hand, and killed Askeladd himself, 

thereby accomplishing Askeladd’s aim. Canute immediately 

took the throne. But after witnessing the end.of his father’s . 9 | | | 

killer, Thorfinn was left empty inside. Не was eventually Р 3 ИАА NNN THORFINN 

sold into slavery to work on a farm. 254 P УДА № ኣኒ Тоо сору 

\ \ ፡ ; to avenge his father's death 

at the hands of Askeladd, 
but that dream ended with 
Askeladd's death. After that, 


he wound up as a slave far 
from battle. 


Thorfinn's father, 
once feared as the 
“Troll of Jom." He 
was killed by Aske- 
ladd while protecting 
his son. 
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The Bayeux Tapestry, exhibited at the Musée de la Tapisserie de Bayeux. This vast tapestry, measuring 
230 feet long, depicts William the Conqueror, Duke of Normandy, in his conquest of England in 1066. 
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DON'T LIE 
TO МЕ! 
THERE'S 
NO ONE 
МАМЕО 
SVERKEL 
AT THIS 


EVEN HAVE 
A HORSE 
LIKE THIS 


ALREADY 
TOLD 
YOU! IT 
WAS MR. 
SVERKEL! 
DON’T YOU 


THE SHORT, 
STOOPED 
OLD 
FELLOW, 
WELL BALD 
WITH A FEW 
SCRAPS OF 
BLOND! 


STEAL A 
HORSE 
ONE 
DAY!! 


YOU SAY 
LENT YOU 
THIS HORSE 
AGAIN, 
SLAVE? 
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THORFINN'S — Ёс | 
HOME VILLAGE |- || N 
The peaceful, remote е | ረ. 4 А 
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with his father, Thors. ЖА” ENS 


4 

Sea of Norway "ES | 
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Denmark 


Route Unknown 
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Vistola p 
У | 


| SOUTHERN JUTLAND 
سا‎ A gentle land close to the sea, where 
| 
| 
| 


EARLDOM OF MERCIA 
After King Sweyn s death, Canute 


conquered England by killing all those 1591 Ketil the farmer owns a wide tract of 
ዘዝ sought the throne. ANUTE farmland. Thorfinn and Einar work as 


slaves there. 
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THORFINN KETIL 


AILEY КН ЫЫ PALS И INAN A PEAS МЫН ENA 055 На 


ሩ A NOTE ABOUT SLAVES. 


Thorfinn (Empty) Finar . 
А (Thoughtless) Nat 


As a general rule, warriors would take captives at their raiding 
destinations and bring them back to Scandinavia to be slaves. In 
some cases, people could not pay back their debts, and had to sell 
themselves into slavery as a result. Pretty awful... 


Being a slave, or born of slaves, made one a target for class 
discrimination, but it was not quite the same thing as racial 
discrimination. At the time, it was not uncommon for people of high 
status to have, say, a Celtic mother. The Vikings did not seem to 
mind mixed blood. Later on, in the massive slavery trade conducted 
in America, black slaves were treated horrendously due to a 
confluence of racist and classist oppression, but it seems that slave 
owners in medieval Scandinavia were somewhat more humane. 


In the 1 1th century, toward the latter part of the Viking Era, there 
was a trend toward nuclear families and small-scale farming in 
agrarian culture, meaning that the demand for slaves shrank. Ketil 15 
a powerful and wealthy land-owner, but he only has three slaves. 
They were expensive to buy and maintain. The price may have 
fluctuated, but I interpret the purchase to be roughly equivalent to 
buying a new car in modern terms. 
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ARGH, WHAT IS THIS? IT LOOKS LIKE A CHART FROM A SOCIAL STUDIES TEXT- 
BOOK. ISWEATDROP] YOU DON'T HAVE TO READ THIS IF YOU DON'T WANT TO... 


· CHARACTER DIAGRAM 
went: (ОЕ КЕТІ" FARM 


Proprietors 
ی29‎ : The family that owns the 
Ketils Wife (Not pictured] farm. All decisions on the 


operation of the farm stop at 
Ketil. In Scandinavian 
farming families during the 
Viking Era, the eldest sons 
First Daughter (Married off) | would во off to war, and the 
farming of the family land 
was usually left to the 
younger sons. Accordingly, 
Ketil wishes to leave his farm 
to Olmar. 


First Son (On his own) 


Suerte 
(Retired Owner) 


Pater (Farmer 
slave) 


No money, no land, no family. These free 
men offer their hard labor to Ketil for a 
living. 
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These farmers are independent, 
but rely on Ketil economically, 
WW due to debt or other reasons. 

| In effect, they work for him. 


Snake (Buss) fm ш), Badger (Fatty) Eg 


The farm's security force. These are most often subordinates or friends of the farm owner from his 
fighting days. In Ketil's case, they are employees. Over a dozen in total. 


وںے 


thing goes wrong, by the time this book comes out in 

mp ti child will be born\ Another son. Well, to tell the truth, 
something already has gone Wrong His two big brothers аге in the 
hospital after being ambushed by some very nasty germs (as of 
Mau). In yet 0 example ТЕТІГІ being incredible, theirs has 
been visiting the hospital to see them, even with another! baby ready 
to burst out of her nmi. ven though she's catching their bug jst 
by being there | care about my children; of course, but the way | 
сап soothe and watch over them is — of astonishing. All 


three 07 these boys came from ansexcellent\mother, What is the 


source of strength that powers her motherly engine? | Suppose | 

must be something a-man will never understan ۱ find that a terrible 
| па “ы 

shame. If-Im_ ever reborn, ‘want to besa mother. 
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AT THE OLD MASTER'S HOUSE 
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: Um 


|| ПІ i 


я ТИ 
ሥራ ,ፊክ 


117) 
НА hn 


n 


И 


y 


= ہا‎ \ 
1 \ LINN 


222 W 
КА мас, ER A л 


THORFINN! 
LET'S CALL IT 
А DAY AFTER 
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COMING. 
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T, THE DEEPER 
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THIS 15 
INCRED- 
IBLE 


қ 
t 
Dp 
10 

(С 
- 
== ے١‎ 
а 
5 


Ч! 


Ч 


I GUESS 
WE'LL 
JUST HAVE 
TO DIG 
SHALLOW 
FOR THIS 
SEASON 


PLOW UNTIL IT 
BREAKS 
GONE FROM 


IN JUST ONE 
DAY, WE'VE 
A WILD FIELD 
TO THIS... 


NO USE IN 
PUSHING THIS 
BORROWED 
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THAT'S 
FOUR NEW 
HEAVY PLOWS 
IN ONE YEAR. 
THEY'VE GOT 
TEN IN ALL, 
APPARENTLY. 


MASTER 
MUST BE 
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FORTUNE. 
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HE CALLED 
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NOW I CAN HANDS.” 


SEE WHY! WITH 
TEN OF THESE, 
YOU COULD 
MANAGE ANY 
FARM. 


WE'RE 
LUCKY 
THE OLD 
MASTER 
HAD ONE 


EVEN WITH ОҒ THEM. 


TEN TO 
THEMSELVES, 
THE 
FARMHANDS 
WOULD NEVER 
LEND USA 
SINGLE ONE. 


BACK 
HOME, WE 
HAD ONE 
TO SHARE 
BETWEEN 

EIGHT 
FAMILIES. 


IT MUST BE 
VERY HARD TO 
TILL THE SAME 

FIELDS WITH 

JUST HANDS 

AND HOES. 


YOU BET! 
IT MAKES A 
WORLD OF 

DIFFERENCE 

HAVING A 

HORSE AND 


QUITE AN 
INVENTION. 


IT MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
А FARMER 
SOMEONE WHO BUILT 
WHO KNEW THIS. 
HOW HARD 
FARMING WAS 
COULD DESIGN 
SUCH 
A THING. 


EVERYTHING'S 
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YOU'RE 
TOO OLD 
TO KEEP 
PUSHING 


YOU'RE JUST 
LUCKY THAT 
SNAKE WAS 


THERE TO | .. — : LIKE THIS. 


FIND YOU THE 
LAST TIME YOU 
COLLAPSED 
OUTSIDE. 


LIKE THIS. 
STAY OUT OF 
THE FIELDS. 
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ВОВМ 
TO DIE 
IN THE 

FIELDS. 


ON TOP OF 
THAT, IT'S 
INSANE TO 

KEEP LIVING 
ON YOUR 

OWN AT 
THAT AGE. 


YOU AND 
I DON'T SEE 
EYE-TO-EYE, 
KETIL. ۸ 
HAPPY THE 
WAY IT IS 


FATHER, 
DON'T BE SO 


2. STUBBORN! 


ROOF, WE 
WILL FIGHT 
AGAIN. 
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YOU'RE 
WET. 


COME IN 
AND WASH 
THOSE 
CLOTHES. 


I'VE PUT 
PATER IN 
CHARGE 
OF THEM. 
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MAKING 
SURE 
THOSE BAD 
ROBBERS 
DON’T MAKE 
OFF WITH 
THE YOUNG 
LADIES. 
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VISITING 
YOUNG 
WOMEN 
IS WHAT 
YOU CALL 
"SECURITY"? 
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WITH THE 
BITCHING. 


WHEN IT'S 
DARK, 
SEE? 


SO IT’S US 
“GUESTS” AND 
OUR NIGHT 
PATROLS THAT 
KEEP THE FARM 
SECURE AND 
PEACEFUL 


THIEVES 
COME 
SNEABIN’ 
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SOME 
OF THEM 
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DOWN 
AGAIN. 
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STOPPING 
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THIEVES. .. THE 


SECURITY 
FORCES 
ON THIS 

FARM DON'T 
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SOLDIERS 
WOULD 
FLATTEN 
THIS FARM. 
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Translation Notes 


lhing, page 265 


STILL I GOT 

HAVEN'T BACK 
DIED YET? FIVE OR 
WE JUST SIX DAYS 

самт GET AGO. 


MET DAD 
AT THE THING 
AND DECIDED 
TO COME 
BACK AND 
SEE HOME. 


The Old Norse word “thing” meant an assembly of clans and tribes to make 
political decisions, air of grievances and disputes, and even elect kings. The 
term is actually the root of the English word “thing,” which eventually 
encompassed not just the original meaning of “assembly,” but the general 
definition of any object. Interestingly, this linguistic shift from “assembly / 
meeting” to “object/thing” сап be seen in words from a great variety of 
European languages, whether the root was Norse or Latin. 


Thrall, page 337 


The Old Norse term for slaves. In 
contrast, a karl was a free (common) 
man, and а jarl (or earl) was а 
nobleman. The three terms originate 
from the Rigsmal, an ancient poem 
about the god Rig, who supposedly 
created the different classes of mankind. 
In the poem, Rig walks among humanity 


and impregnates three different women WE'RE 


who bear sons: “Thrall” was the ugly THRALLS. 
cc » . WE 
serf, “Karl” the ordinary farmer, and CANNOT 


“Тап” was noble and fair. ATTACH 


FREE 
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KARLS... 


RID OF 


For Our Farewell Is Near Part 5 
Ву Makoto Yukimura 


Introduction 


At the end of the Edo Period, the arrival of the *black ships" Нот 
abroad spelled the end of 260 years of isolation enforced by the shogunate. 
In response to the shogunate's desire to open the country's borders, 
disgruntled regional forces loyal to the emperor, such as the Choshu 
Domain, planned a rebellion. The imperial loyalists massed іп Kyoto, 
where the emperor lived, growing increasingly bold until the city became, 
in effect, a lawless area. In an effort to restore order, the shogunate 
recruited ronin (masterless samurai) in Edo (Tokyo) and sent them to 
Kyoto. 


Among these men were Kondo Isami and Okita Soji, students at 
the Shieikan dojo in Tama. Upon reaching Kyoto, they formed the 
“Shinsengumi” under the orders of the daimyo of Aizu Domain, who had 
been charged with keeping the peace in the city. But, unable to reverse 
the tide of history, the shogunate lost power, and the Shinsengumi were 
defeated at the Battle of Toba-Fushimi. In 1868, Kondo and Okita had 
fled to Edo. Okita’s body was already wracked with tuberculosis at this 
time. 


Note: 
This story first appeared in 2004 in Kodansha’s Evening magazine. 
This is the first time it has been published in English. 
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DEATH BY m M 
ILLNESS | 


MAY ЗОТН BY 
THE LUNAR 
CALENDAR OF 
THE FOURTH 
YEAR OF KEIO 
(1868) 


ANECDOTALLY, 
HE DIED WHILE 
ATTEMPTING TO 
KILL А CAT THAT 
INTRUDED INTO 
..BUT THE HIS GARDEN... 
TRUTH OF 
THE MATTER 
WILL NEVER 
BE KNOWN. 


Translation Notes 


“Truth”, part 1 


The kanji for “truth” on the coat is pronounced makoto, which just so 
happens to be the same character used in the given name of author Makoto 
Yukimura. 


Black ships, part 1 


The Japanese term for Western ships at various points in history that 
attempted to open trade with Japan during the Tokugawa Shogunate’s period 
of isolationism. It first referred to Portuguese traders and missionaries in the 
16th century, but it was not until Matthew Perry led American naval ships to 
Japan in 1853 that Japan was permanently opened to trade. 


Toba-Fushimi, part 1 


The battle of Toba-Fushimi was perhaps the signature turning point of the 
Boshin War between the Tokugawa Shogunate and pro-imperialist forces 

in the late 1860s. Despite the relatively small scale of the battle (only a few 
thousand men on both sides) the imperialists’ decisive victory struck a major 
blow to the foundering Tokugawa image, leading many major lords to turn 
their backs on the shogunate. 
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Yoshinobu, part 1 


[ОРР гинж... I WILL 
YOSHI- ў SE ILL TRAVEL TO 
NOBU on | GATHER KAI WITH 
MIGHT ааа ШУМ МОРЕ THE SHIN- 
GIVE UP, ЗВАНИИ 4 MEN AND SEN- 
BUT I А. | | SLAY 


NEVER 5 EVERY 
WILL. % | LAST 
; REBEL ТО 
BE FOUND. 


Tokugawa Yoshinobu, the last of the Tokugawa shoguns. He willingly ceded 
control to the emperor when it became clear that his control was weakening. 
Despite his resignation, simmering tensions erupted during the transfer of 
power, leading to most of the fighting in the war coming about against the 
wishes of the leading figures of both sides. 


5 dono, part 3 


An honorary suffix / WHY DO 


mming from th YOU 
ste g from the Кесер 
word tono, meaning УОЏР 
« » : TIME 
lord. Despite the хамса 
literal meaning, it does болгоо 
not necessarily imply а b ንሙ A : зэс | ء۶‎ you 
position, but is simply о BM 1... | KONDO- READY 


a formal, somewhat 
stuffy means of address. 
It is also archaic, as 

it is hardly ever used 
outside of a few specific 

cases in modern 
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Ikedaya, part 3 


An inn in Kyoto that served as a gathering point for various imperialist 

ronin during the early stages of the clash between the forces that favored the 
Emperor and the Tokugawa shogunate. The Shinsengumi, who were a special 
force organized to police the unrest in Kyoto, raided the inn and killed or 
captured over two dozen ronin. This overwhelming victory demonstrated 

the Shinsengumi's prowess and delayed the eventual imperialist uprising by 
several years. 
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ASK YUKIMURA 


Kodansha Comics: Unlike most manga, Vinland Saga actually engages 
with the theology behind Christian and Viking beliefs. What made you 
want to discuss religion in so much detail? 


Makoto Yukimura: I had two reasons. First, because I felt that the 
religious worldviews of the era would have a major influence on how the 
characters think. I believe that religion, as one of the human methods of 
attempting to understand ourselves and the world, is a valuable legacy 
left behind by our forebears. In what kinds of ways did human beings 
1,000 years ago locate themselves in the world, and how were they 
cognizant of their own existence? I think we can learn these things from 
their religion. Meanwhile, by portraying the philosophical standards of 
the time, I can also depict characters whose thinking deviated from them. 
This 1s particularly true for the main character, Thorfinn, and Thors. Their 
thinking may seem normal to someone with the sensibilities of a modern 
person, but against this background I can show readers that they actually 
had some unique ideas for the time. 


Second, unrelated to that reason, I simply find religion fascinating. I don't 
subscribe to any particular creed; rather, I like religion itself. No matter 
which religion it 1s, its doctrines are unquestionably born out of an idea of 
how people and the world should be, and the pursuit of those ideals. Just 
like me, people 1,000 years ago were interested in what exactly human 
beings are, why we live, what we strive for, and where we ought to be 
headed. 


КС: You include а lot of color pages in your manga! Could you describe 
how you create your color illustrations? 


Yukimura: Whether I draw color pages depends on the situation with 
the Japanese manga magazine in which my work 15 serialized. This book 
collects over 400 pages of the story, but when it first appears 10 Japan, it's 
serialized in a monthly magazine, around 30 pages per issue. There are 
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also dozens of titles other than Vinland Saga running in the magazine. As 
a rule, they're all in black and white, but in every issue two or three series 
include around four color pages... or at least, that's what usually happens. 
When my turn comes around, I draw color pages. Getting to draw color 
pages is also an indication that the series 1s popular. I enjoy the challenge. 


To draw color pages and covers, I use many tools together, including 
watercolors, gouache, colored inks, and markers, on high-quality paper. 
Since about ten years ago, I've also used the computer to adjust the colors 
and add special effects. Recently, I often only draw the black lines on 
paper, then scan them and do all the rest of the work on the monitor. At 
this rate, I’m going to forget how to use paintbrushes and airbrushes. 


KC: Slavery comes up again and again in the series. Was there a 
particular story or historical fact about slavery that made you want to 
talk about it in your work? 


Yukimura: It wasn't anything specific. I think it's just a theme that 
fermented in my head as I lived and the months and years passed. 


First of all, I’m interested in the religious meaning of “love.” If that love 
has an antonym, I think it must be "discrimination." I thought that in 
writing about love, I couldn't avoid depicting discrimination, and so I 
used slaves in the story to represent the various peoples who experienced 
discrimination in 11th-century Europe. 


As a modern Japanese, I think a lot of things regarding the treatment 

of slaves in medieval Scandanavian culture and society are especially 
unique. First, it was possible for any person to become a slave for 

any reason (debt, defeat in war, abduction, etc.), and yet medieval 
Scandanavians saw slaves as people who were fated to be less skilled or 
weaker. So in a society that believed that success was based on ability, 
there was no room for sympathy for these types. In this suspension of 
rational thought and deficiency of imagination, we modern people are no 
different. I think that, 10 the essence of this discrimiation that continues 
today, you can conversely catch a glimpse of the essence of love. 
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Vinland Saga volume 5 is а work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents 
are the products of the author's imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance 
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